
     
 

   
  

  

       
  

            
          

             
           

             
           

         
              

           
            
            

            
           

             
              

            
          

            
               

                
              
           

     
 

   
  

  

       
  

            
          

             
           

             
           

         
              

           
            
            

            
           

             
              

            
          

            
               

                
              
           

          
 

          
 



      

         
             
           

              
             

            
           

            
              

             
         
            
          

          
   

          
           
           

           
          

           
           
         

           
          

          
           

           
           

   
          

            
         

             
             

         
           

         
            

          
            

           
               

         
             
           

              
             

            
           

            
              

             
         
            
          

          
   

          
           
           

           
          

           
           
         

           
          

          
           

           
           

   
          

            
         

             
             

         
           

         
            

          
            

           
               

  



      

          
            

            
             

             
    

              
             

          
           

          
            

          
              

            
             

            
            

         
            
            

           
            

              
     
            

            
                

           
         

          
            

              
              

            
          

           

              
             

   
               

          
             

           

          
            

            
             

             
    

              
             

          
           

          
            

          
              

            
             

            
            

         
            
            

           
            

              
     
            

            
                

           
         

          
            

              
              

            
          

           

              
             

   
               

          
             

           

  



      

            
         

         
         

             

      

           
           

         
             

         
           

             
           
          
            

          
             

         
          

             
            

            
          

           
           

           
          

           
           

             
            

           
  

            
    

    
             

             
                

     
            

    

            
         

         
         

             

      

           
           

         
             

         
           

             
           
          
            

          
             

         
          

             
            

            
          

           
           

           
          

           
           

             
            

           
  

            
    

    
             

             
                

     
            

    

  



      

             
         

           
            

            
          

            
          

          
         

          
            
            
           
            

          
           

            
           

            
            

          
              

      
             
           

             
           

           
        

           
              
           
          

            
            

    
    
    
              
       
             

    
    

             
         

           
            

            
          

            
          

          
         

          
            
            
           
            

          
           

            
           

            
            

          
              

      
             
           

             
           

           
        

           
              
           
          

            
            

    
    
    
              
       
             

    
    

  



      

            
            

      
             
          

             
          

           
            

            
          

           
            

           
           

 
         
           

          
            

        
            

            
                

            
               

          
           

            
          
        

          
           
          
         
           

        
         

            
        

            
            

      
             
          

             
          

           
            

            
          

           
            

           
           

 
         
           

          
            

        
            

            
                

            
               

          
           

            
          
        

          
           
          
         
           

        
         

            
        

    
    

    
    

  



      

         
            

                 
           

           
             

            
           

         
           
            
  

            
          

             
         

           
            

           
            

             
            
           
         

           
            
          

           
              

            
         

           
 

        
           
             

            

             

    
  
    

               
           

         
            

                 
           

           
             

            
           

         
           
            
  

            
          

             
         

           
            

           
            

             
            
           
         

           
            
          

           
              

            
         

           
 

        
           
             

            

             

    
  
    

               
           

  



      

               
                

               
                

             
                

           

            
              

            
            

          
           

             
          
           

          
           

           
            

           
           

           
              

            
          
              

          
          

            
            
          

              
 

    
              

                  
                

               
           
             

             
             
             

               
                

               
                

             
                

           

            
              

            
            

          
           

             
          
           

          
           

           
            

           
           

           
              

            
          
              

          
          

            
            
          

              
 

    
              

                  
                

               
           
             

             
             
             

  



      

          
        

          
            
         

             
        

         
             

           
           

             
         

            
         

           
           
            

           
        

             
             

           
            

           
             
            

            
         

          
           

           

           
             

           
           

            
              

             

       
              
    

          
        

          
            
         

             
        

         
             

           
           

             
         

            
         

           
           
            

           
        

             
             

           
            

           
             
            

            
         

          
           

           

           
             

           
           

            
              

             

       
              
    

  



      

            
            

             
           

             
           

           
           

         
            
           
            

          
            

           
            

  
          

         
          

            
            
            

          
          
             

        
           
             
            

          
       

          
        

              
              
              

               
                

 
            

     
           

            
            

             
           

             
           

           
           

         
            
           
            

          
            

           
            

  
          

         
          

            
            
            

          
          
             

        
           
             
            

          
       

          
        

              
              
              

               
                

 
            

     
           

  



      

   

 

             

           
          

   

     

            
             

        
           
              

                
            

             
            

         
            

          
          

          
           

   

 

             

           
          

   

     

            
             

        
           
              

                
            

             
            

         
            

          
          

          
           

  



      

             
           

          
           

           
           
   

        
            

              
            

           
              

           
           

            
            
          

          
           

          
         

              
            

           
           

            
            

            
          
         

               
           

              
            

          
       
       
              

             
              

                
     

            
              

       
         

             
           

          
           

           
           
   

        
            

              
            

           
              

           
           

            
            
          

          
           

          
         

              
            

           
           

            
            

            
          
         

               
           

              
            

          
       
       
              

             
              

                
     

            
              

       
         

  



     

  
      

         
         

       

   

    

     

  
      

         
         

       

   

    

                          

 
 
 
 



      

           
            

              
  
         

             
            

               
            

          
           

            
           

             
           

           
          
              

           
              
            

            
           

          
           

             
         

          
         

            
             

          
            

           
           

              
              

             
               

              
     

                  
    

           
            

              
  
         

             
            

               
            

          
           

            
           

             
           

           
          
              

           
              
            

            
           

          
           

             
         

          
         

            
             

          
            

           
           

              
              

             
               

              
     

                  
    

  



      

             
           

   

      

            
            

         
            

           
           

            
         

            
           

          
            

               
          

            
             

               

           
    

          
            

          

           

           
           

          
               

            
             

             

         
           

    
    
             

             

        
               
             

             
           

   

      

            
            

         
            

           
           

            
         

            
           

          
            

               
          

            
             

               

           
    

          
            

          

           

           
           

          
               

            
             

             

         
           

    
    
             

             

        
               
             

  



      

              
             

              
             

            
          

           
              

           
           

            
              

            
             

           
           
            

           
             

    
              
          

              
                

         

            
          

           
              

           
           

            
              

            
             

           
           
            

           
             

    
              
          

              
                

         

  



      

                

             

           
      

          
            

                
            
            

             
             

            

             

           
      

          
            

                
            
            

             
             

            

  



      

            
            
         

              
             

             
              

              
             
        

           
           
          
           

        
               

             
            
          
           

           
         

           
           

              
              

            
             
   

            
           

             
            

             
           

           
           

             
              
              
            

            
            
         

              
             

             
              

              
             
        

           
           
          
           

        
               

             
            
          
           

           
         

           
           

              
              

            
             
   

            
           

             
            

             
           

           
           

             
              
              
            

               
       

               
       

  



      

            
            

          
             
                

               
              
       

            
            

               
            
              
             

            
          
            

          
            

            
           

            
           

              
             

             

            
           
              
             

             
          

          

             
             

           
          

              
            

    
     
              

            
            

          
             
                

               
              
       

            
            

               
            
              
             

            
          
            

          
            

            
           

            
           

              
             

             

            
           
              
             

             
          

          

             
             

           
          

              
            

    
     
              

  



      

          
   

            
             

           
            

           
           

            
           

            
    

           
           

             
          

          
             
             

            
          

               
           

          
           

           
             
             
   

             
              
             

          
             
             

           
            

           
            

            

          
   

            
             

           
            

           
           

            
           

            
    

           
           

             
          

          
             
             

            
          

               
           

          
           

           
             
             
   

             
              
             

          
             
             

           
            

           
            

            

       
  
       
  

  



      

           
               

             
            

         

          

            
         

            
         

            
              

           
           

         
            
            
           

            
         
 
              

          
            

           
              

           
            
         

             
         

      
            

           
              

           
          

           

           
               

             
            

         

          

            
         

            
         

            
              

           
           

         
            
            
           

            
         
 
              

          
            

           
              

           
            
         

             
         

      
            

           
              

           
          

           

     
  

     
  

  



      

           
               

            
          

             
         

             
         

           
          
         

             
             

         
            
           

              
            

             
            

              
            

             
            

 
             
            

             
               

           
          

             
           

          
            

          
    

           
           

           
           

           

           
               

            
          

             
         

             
         

           
          
         

             
             

         
            
           

              
            

             
            

              
            

             
            

 
             
            

             
               

           
          

             
           

          
            

          
    

           
           

           
           

           

  



      

    

           

             
           

            
              

           
           

           
         

             

    

           

             
           

            
              

           
           

           
         

             

            
      

            
      

  



      

                      

             
           

         
              

            
              

           
              

         
              

            
          

            
            

            
           

           
           

             
           

         
              

            
              

           
              

         
              

            
          

            
            

            
           

           
           

               
               

               
               

  



    

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
  

           
     

           
     

  

  

  
 

 

  

  
 

 
   

 

 

 

     
  

   

 

 

 

     
  



          

   
       

 

  
 

   
       

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

  
   
 

  

  

          
     

          
     

  

  



      

     

        

     

        

           
             

      

                 
             

               
              

               
                

              
               

               
              

             
            
            

              
                 

               
              

                

           
             

      

                 
             

               
              

               
                

              
               

               
              

             
            
            

              
                 

               
              

                

  



      

                    

              
             

 

            
          

      

                
            

               
                 

            
               

            
               

                
                   

                 
                   

             
                   

             
                 
   

              
             

 

            
          

      

                
            

               
                 

            
               

            
               

                
                   

                 
                   

             
                   

             
                 
   

  



      

              
             

             
           

           
           

           
            
          

           
           

            
             

             
               

         
            

          
           

            
           

           
          
           

         
           

           
             

            
           

            
            

            
            

     
             

            
          

             
            

           

              
             

             
           

           
           

           
            
          

           
           

            
             

             
               

         
            

          
           

            
           

           
          
           

         
           

           
             

            
           

            
            

            
            

     
             

            
          

             
            

           

        

  



      

              
            

             
             
         

         
            
           

            
              

              
           

          
              

          
            

           
           

  
            
            
             

            
            

             
            

              
            
             

            
          
           
           

         
            

             
 

               
             

             
           

              
           

              
            

             
             
         

         
            
           

            
              

              
           

          
              

          
            

           
           

  
            
            
             

            
            

             
            

              
            
             

            
          
           
           

         
            

             
 

               
             

             
           

              
           

  



      

             
               
             

             
           

              
            

              
             

           
            

            
            

            
   
               

              
             
             
            
           

             
             

          
         

           
             
             
           

            
              

          
          

              
          

            
             
         

          
             

            
            
            

             
               
             

             
           

              
            

              
             

           
            

            
            

            
   
               

              
             
             
            
           

             
             

          
         

           
             
             
           

            
              

          
          

              
          

            
             
         

          
             

            
            
            

  



      

          
           
          

           
             

             
        

    

         

            
           

          
            

         
             
            
            

          
             

            
           

            
            

           
             

          
           

          
          

          
    

           
          

          
            

            
           

           
           

              

          
           
          

           
             

             
        

    

         

            
           

          
            

         
             
            
            

          
             

            
           

            
            

           
             

          
           

          
          

          
    

           
          

          
            

            
           

           
           

              

                      

  



      

         
           

          
           

          
     

           
            

           
          

           
           

          
           

           
         

           
           

       
            

           
           
             

           
              

           
             
            

           
           

           
         
   

              
               

             
            
               

              
 

            
           

            
     

       

         
           

          
           

          
     

           
            

           
          

           
           

          
           

           
         

           
           

       
            

           
           
             

           
              

           
             
            

           
           

           
         
   

              
               

             
            
               

              
 

            
           

            
     

       

  



      

          
           
          

          
         

          
         

         
         

           
          

    
         

             
         

            
           

          
             

          
             
            

           
          
              

   
            

            
           
           
          

           
         

          
             

          

              
          

    
                

              
 

               
             

          
           
          

          
         

          
         

         
         

           
          

    
         

             
         

            
           

          
             

          
             
            

           
          
              

   
            

            
           
           
          

           
         

          
             

          

              
          

    
                

              
 

               
             

  



      

           
            

         
          

           
             

          
         

         
            
           

             
         

             
   
           

           
          

            
             

             
         

         
            
            

             
          

          
            

            
              

              

              
            

       
              

             
      
         
     
             

              
            

              
             

               
   

           
            

         
          

           
             

          
         

         
            
           

             
         

             
   
           

           
          

            
             

             
         

         
            
            

             
          

          
            

            
              

              

              
            

       
              

             
      
         
     
             

              
            

              
             

               
   

  



      

           

            
            

            
           

           
           

          

         
           

           
       

           
            
            

            
            

          
           

            
           

              
              

           
             

             
           

           
              

          

          
            

             
       

              
             

               
               

    
               

             
                
            
               

              
             
              

           

            
            

            
           

           
           

          

         
           

           
       

           
            
            

            
            

          
           

            
           

              
              

           
             

             
           

           
              

          

          
            

             
       

              
             

               
               

    
               

             
                
            
               

              
             
              

  



      

          
           

            
           

              
         
         
          

         
           
            

           
             

           
           
             
           

         
        

            
            

         
          
            

          
           

         
             

         
        

           
         

          
          

 

             
              

          
           

             
             

       
            

              

          
           

            
           

              
         
         
          

         
           
            

           
             

           
           
             
           

         
        

            
            

         
          
            

          
           

         
             

         
        

           
         

          
          

 

             
              

          
           

             
             

       
            

              

  



      

         
               

          
             

         
           

          
            
            

              
          

           
          
           

           
          

               
           
          

           
           

           
            
          

             
          

            
           

              
           

           
     

              
              

            
           
               

             
   

             
    

              
   
             

    

         
               

          
             

         
           

          
            
            

              
          

           
          
           

           
          

               
           
          

           
           

           
            
          

             
          

            
           

              
           

           
     

              
              

            
           
               

             
   

             
    

              
   
             

    

  



      

           
            

               
            

           
          

           
           

            
             

             
            

            
          
            

          
           

           
          

             
          

            
              

              
          

            
           
             

            
          

           
  

             
          

            
        

          
          

          

        
    
        
    

           
            

               
            

           
          

           
           

            
             

             
            

            
          
            

          
           

           
          

             
          

            
              

              
          

            
           
             

            
          

           
  

             
          

            
        

          
          

          

        
    
        
    

  



      

             
            
         

          
          

          
           

          
           

             
 

 

           
          

           
          

         
           

          
            

           
               

          
          

            
           

              
            

           
            

            
            

             
           

           
            

           
           

     

             
            
         

          
          

          
           

          
           

             
 

 

           
          

           
          

         
           

          
            

           
               

          
          

            
           

              
            

           
            

            
            

             
           

           
            

           
           

     

        

  



Naga, Yaksini, Buddha Naga, Yaksini, Buddha 

To gain a nuanced and dynamic grasp of Buddhism as a living reli- 
gion in ancient India, one must begin by considering the lives and ac- 
tions of Buddhists. I have attempted to do so here by exploring patronage 
at Ajanta through a dual filter, laying Strenski's treatment of exchange 
relationships over Peter Brown's dictum that "the supernatural becomes 
depository of the objectified values of the group." That is, I looked at 
how local deities' participation in exchange relationships served to form, 
legitimate, and give meaning to a local Buddhist community at Ajanta. 
This study led to a series of conclusions. First, in existential terms, Bud- 
dhism in India was as much a means for meeting personal local concerns 
as it was a means for meeting generalized, translocal goals. Present 
happiness was valued at least as much as ultimate perfection, with no 
indication that the latter was deemed normative for Buddhists. Second, 
restricted exchange works to build local systems of social solidarity 
through a valorization of direct and present participation by the exchange 
partners. The reciprocity of restricted exchanges was a normal dimen- 
sion of Buddhism as a religion of place. One takes place seriously as an 
analytic category only to the extent that one accepts reciprocity as a 
factor in Buddhist life. Third, nagas and yaksinis-superhuman figures 
whose principal values are associated with reciprocal relationships, pres- 
ence, and the immediate satisfaction of desires-do not come from out- 
side Buddhism. The reasons for the incorporation of shrines to the ndga 
king and Hariti in Ajanta's architecture are not clarified through the 
rhetorics of syncretism, overlay, or appropriation any more than such 
language would clarify shrines to the Buddha, bodhisattvas, or arhats. 
Varahadeva's building of a home for the naga king or Samkas'ya's monks' 
worship of a ndga must be viewed as properly, fully, and fundamentally 
Buddhist practices. Fourth, worship, like politics, is a local matter, 
however wide-ranging the consequences. As the Unexcelled King of 
Dharma, the Buddha's reign was cosmologically limitless. One cannot 
know whether this mattered much to Harisena or Varahadeva, except 
insofar as the Buddha's translocal glory served Vakataka interests in 
governing the Ajanta pass. The Buddha was at Ajanta: his presence was 
indexed by his restricted exchange relationships with a ndga, a yaksini, 
and a king. Generalized and displaced, the dharmic harmony resulting 
from this localized presence legitimated both the saigha's and Harisena's 
presence at Ajanta. As a "local deity," the Buddha brought the sangha 
and Vakatakas together in an institutional relationship, domesticating 
Ajanta's sahgha within Vakataka society. 
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