
       

          
           

           
         

         
      

          
          

             
            
              

          
             

           
        

             
           

             
              

            
           
            

         
             

            
     

            
          
             

            
            

          
          

           
          
            

                
              

         
             

             
          

     

  

           
        

   
        

      
   

   

         
          

          
            

               
          
          

            
           

                 
     

           
             

         
          

          
         
          

         
            

          
           

            



  

            
            

             
             

           
            

            
           

          
        

            
          
          

            
            

          
            

            
            

   
         

            
             

          
              

         
        

             
         
              

           
            

           
           

            
           

             
            

              
            

           

  

          
              

            
          

            
            
          

           
           

       
                 

          
            

             
          

          
              

             
  

        
            

             
         

        
 

            
                

        
           

            
              
         

            
           

          
              

            
               

   
           
           

           
           

           



  

             
             
             
              

          
           

            
               

            
             

   
             

           
          

              
            
            

             
             

           
             

            
             

               
            

      
           

             
              

          
           
              

              
           

         
               

          
         
             
             

            
         

            
           

   

               
            

             
             

          
           

  
            

           
             

          
               

      
           

         
           

          
          

            
           

         
            

 
           

            
               

          
             
             

          
             

              
          

            
           

           
            

          
       

            
            

             
         

           



  

              
            

               
               

             

            
  

           
              

           
          

         
              

          
           

  

          
        

         
              

            
            

     

         
       

            
            

            
   

             
             

            
          

               
         

         
             

  

          
   

           
      

             
             

            
           

            
         

           
              

            
   

          
          

   
           

            
 

            
           

            
          

                
     

         
          
   
             

            
    

             
  
               

          
           

              



  

           
        

           
 

               
         
            
         

           
           

           

   
           

         
          

  
           

            
         

            
            

        

             
         

             
        

             
             

           

            
             
            

         
             

            
         

         
            

             
            

               

   

           
           

          
           

            
              

             
            

           
   

              
           

           
              

         
              

             
             

            
        

           
            

        
         

           
          

              
         

             
       

              
            

               
      

    
        
    
    
          

             
               



         

     
           

   
           
       

   
          

     
  
  
  
  
      
               

      
  

   
  
  
  
      
  
 
      
  
  
   
             

             
             

            
            

         
             

               
            

                
              

         
              

             
          

        
              
             

              

          
          

            

   
    

  
 
         

      
    

   

        
  

       
 
           

           
     

         
          

            
             

           
          
        

             
        

      
        

       
        

        
       

        
 

       
       

              
          
          

             
         

         
           

           
         

           
          
          

              
               

           
             

   



N O T E S

So who is Divakaramitra? Banabhatta calls Divakaramitra a supreme follower of
buddha; names him as the bodhisattva Avalokite(varar describes him as somebody
worthy of the buddha's reverence and of thc dharma's worship. Now if one wonders
how this divine rnan's disciples can hold such diverse sectarian vic'nvs. Banabhatta
providcs thc answer. Divdkaramitra'.s physical body has a unique atornic composition.
namely i t  is compriscd of the syl lables of al l  sectarian treatises. In short"
Divdkaramitra embodies the coincidentia oppo.sitonnr of all theological truths a.r
uel l  a.t  al l  thcological disputes.

Divdkaramitra is many and one: hc cmbodics all sects at the samc time that he is a
supreme bauddha. Because of Divakaramitra's constitution, individual disciplcs may
accept Divakaramitra as guru for diversc. idiosyncratic reasons, and yet remarn
unificd as a group. Divakaramitra's followers happily pursue distinct sectarian atms
precisely because that is thc way to proceed toward a univcrsal good. But
Divakaramitra is also a brahmin who renounced the Vedas to become a bauddha. As
the concrete embodirnent of pure religious positivity, Divdkararnitra hegemonically
validates all truths as bauddha truths, all gods as bauddha gods, all "spiritr"ral
pracl ices" as bauddha pracl ices.

* Thc complcte account of Divakaramitra's hermitage is lbund in Banabhatta.
Bunabhatta's Biographv o/ King Harshot'ardfurna of Sthalttlvaru vith Safikara's
Commentaty, Saiketa ed. A.A. Fiihrer (Bombay: Government Central Press, 1909).
316- 18; Banabhatta. The Harsa-carita o.f Bana trans. E.B. Cowell and F.W Thomas
(London: Royal Asiatic Society, 189'/), 236 7. The translation of Cowcll and Thomas
is unsatisfactory on several accounts. My text is lcss a litcral translation than it is a
gloss, which substitutes the bcttcr-known names of sects for those used by Bdna.
For these identifications, I have taken the suggestions of Vasudna Agrawala's l/ie
Deeds o/ Harsha; Being a Cultural Studv o.l-Bana s Harshucaritu (Varanasi: Prithivi
Prakashan, 1.969). 225-6. I do not want to belabor this point since the precisc
delineation of these sectarian identities is not important lbr my purposes. as long as
we recognizc thc gcncral fact of their theological and doctrinal diversitv. The sarne
cannot be said for the inclusion of Bauddha on this list, so let me discuss that point
further. Bala does not use "bauddha" in this passage. he uses 'jaina." In classical
Sanskrit, however, the word'Jina." conqueror, \\'as given to any spiritual teachcr
who had overcome ignorance and,/or death including Sakyamuni Buddha. A fbllon'er
of any .iina might be called a.juino. Unlike today. these terms had no special connec-
tion to the people we call Jains or their religion. Jainism. Bdnabhatta uses.Talrrn three
times in the body of his text. In the first instancc, Ihc Harsuc'arita's fourteenth-centur)
commenlary glossesTcrira as Srhcr. In the second inslance. the cornrnentarl  gire.
bauddha as thc gloss. No gloss is given in the third instancc, and no gloss is necessary'.
since Banabhatta uses .jaina in this third instance as a direct characterization of
Sakyamuni Buddha's followers (Banabhatta. Banabhatta'.s Biogrupfu.97. 316. 325).

5 To investigate this Dorie Shugden incident in greater depth, begin rvith the Tibctan
governmentl official document: The Worship ol Shugden: Doc'untents Related to u
Tibeton Controt'ers.t, (Dharamsala, India: Department of Religion and Culturc.
Central Tibetan Administration, 1 998).

6 Xuanzang, The Great Tctng Dvnstr Rec'nrtl ol'the Wbstern Regions trans. Li Ron-exi
(Berkeley, CA: Nurnata Center for Buddhist Translation and Research, 1996), 57.

7 Cited in Ming-Wood Liu, "The Problem of the lcchantiku in the Mahdyana
Mahaparinirvana Siltra*," Journal of lhe International Assoc'iution o/ Buddltisr
Studies 7 (1984): 64.

8  rb id .
9 Robert E. Buswell, Jr, "The Path to Perdition: The Wholcsome Roots and their

Eradication." in Robert Buswell and Robert Gimello, eds, Palls to Liheration: The
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,Tr.ans.formations 
in Buddhist Thought (Honolulu. HI: Universiry of

,  ̂  
,1 . , r , , , . ,  r  t , re :s .  1992 ) .  l0g.

l0  B_un1 r t r  \ rn j io.  ed. ,  The Laikavaf i ra Srr t rn (Kyotn '  or ' " ' i  t  '

65 6: Dr i:";;;;i,;::,";;;;;'k';",:,::":,1ii;lilt' ,i,''llil!'3*t["T;,1?il]:
.1lj,,ll ,*.0, rhe pun works because the word 

l.:r,,:,::::l:,i .1.,i'.i rronr'i presenr.r t trr t  partrcipl e icchant. "desir ing." An icthutrr iku- l i terr l l r .  i '  . ' .  
" :u"iJr. 'Olsirer, 

or
ncdon1s1.

I I Notc-. the Latikat,afira does not draw these conclusions. Alicr ofttring its icchantika-
tl polos\.. the sttra then invokes a deus ex machina Jt,crnhins tt...r, urtt-rougt the good
icchantika cannot liberate the bad, the buddha does harc the pouer to co'mpel a bad
i.clrrrt t ikr lo seek enl ightenment. Thus. lor the Lrrr i l i rrr i lJr ir . .  crcrybo.Jy elentual ly
d\)c\ hcconlc a buddha. My extravagant al legorizrt i t 'n , ' l  the icchuntika ignores this
most Lln satisfactory denouement.

l2 Busucl l .  "perdit ion,, '  108.
l l  Cr ted  in  L iu . ' ,p rob lem,"  61 .
1:1 Albert T. church, III, "Unclassified Executivc sumrrar\'." http:r'lwww.defenselink.

mil  neu s Mar2005/d2005031Oexe.pdf (Apri l  20. 2005;.
15 Ludri is Feuerbach, The Essence oJ'Christ iuni4'trans. George Eliot (New york:

l ia rpcr .  1957 [1841] ) ,  26 .
l6 Calvin. citcd in Frederic Farrar, Histotl,ol lnterpretatioru (Ncu York: Dutton, 1886),

J + / .

I 7 Jean Cainin, Instittttes of the Christian Religion trans. Ford Battlcs (Philadelphia, PA:
\Vcstmrnster Press, 1960 [1535]), 210.

18  rb id . .  207
l9  Ib rd . .  200.
20 lbid..  9.19
2 l  Ib id . .  926.
22  rb id . .  978.
23 rbid..  929.
24 rbid..  944.
2s  rb id . .  943.
26  lb id . .764.
2 7  r b i d . .  9 3 1 .
2 8  I b r d . . 9 6 7 .
29 .lelfcry Rosen, "The Unregulatcd Offensive," I/re r\l'rr' \t.y k Tine.s lvlagazine (Sunday,

Apr i l  17 .  2005) :42 .
30 For an account of the conference see, Michellc Gol Jbcrg. "ln Thr-ocracy They Trust,"

l . t t tp:, ' i 'n 'n'w'.salon.com/news/feature/2005,'04, '1 I  tur l icir l-conferencc ( Apri l  20'

2005). Thanks to Michele Greenstcin for bringing this to m1" at lentlon'

31 "The Chalcedon Foundation Faith For Al l  Li fe." http: i iwww'chalcedon'edu'/
credo.php (Apri l  20, 2005).




